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ants as they toiled in and out of the masonry of
the verandah. Then he went to the storeroom
and dipped the end of the silk in honey*
He placed the coral in the track of the ants and
fixed it in the entrance of their nest. He had not
long to wait. An ant took up the sweetened end
of the silk and, after a vain endeavour to pass in
otherwise, it entered the tunnel of the coral and
drew the thread with it Before the silk com-
pletely disappeared the boy lifted the coral and
shook off the struggling ant. The task was
accomplished and the coral threaded.
His mother claimed the reward. Her story
was told to the Maharajah, and he presented her
with a house and some land. She was ordered to
supply her son with materials and give him every
facility for following in the steps of his ancestors.
The boy grew up and married his cousin, the
daughter of his mother's sister by the Brahman.
It was through her that his children subsequently
claimed to be descended from the twice-born.
There were five sons of the cousins* marriage.
They followed the five lost trades respectively,
and were called the Panchalar, from the Sanskrit
word * panch," five.
The most degraded of the village callings is